


‘They dressed me 
in the most heavenly of 
cloths and adorned me 

with divine fl owers.’

‘I was approached 
by a white elephant, 
with six magnifi cent 
tusks and a lotus 
fl ower in its trunk.’

‘And then, 
after circling me 

fi ve times...’
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Siddhartha grew up a happy and 
clever child, cleverer even than his 
knowledgeable cousin Devadatta.

Among his other friends were Ananda, 
brother of Devadatta, and Kaludayi, 
son of one the King’s best ministers.

Siddhartha had a caring family, even more so 
when his father got re-married, to Prajapati, who 

gave the Prince a half-brother called Nanda.

But Siddhartha was the one for 
whom greatness was prophesized. 

Siddhartha was the favorite.

His life was more luxurious than 
imaginable, and the King had three 
palaces built for him – one each for 
winter, summer, and the rainy season.

But each palace was equally a prison. 
Siddhartha came to realize something 
was being kept from him, and longed 

to travel outside the palace gates.
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Now that sounds 
like a good society 
to live in! And tell 
me, would your 
people suffer? I would do my 

best to keep 
them from 

suffering, but--

Then you’d be a 
better King than 
many! Come on, 

Siddhartha...

...go back to your 
palace, back to 

your beautiful wife 
and newborn son...

...in one week you 
could become a 
Chakravarti. You 

could rule the world!

I have to give it 
all up. I have to… 
to fi nd a solution 

to suffering.

Tell me, Siddhartha 
Gautam, were you to 
be a great King, how 
would you rule over 

your people?

I would be a 
benevolent ruler. I 
would provide well 
for my people and 
would not force 
them into war.

Become a bhikshu, 
renounce the world, 
live a life of ordeals. 
You think you’ll end 
suffering by begging 

for scraps?
I am a 
King, a 

great Lord!

As could you be 
if you weren’t so 
damned intent on 
giving it all up.

Who’s 
there?

Who are 
you?
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Very well. 
Live your silly 
simple life. But 

know this... 

...One who should be a 
Chakravarti cannot live an 
utterly pure life, and one 

day, you will have an unkind 
thought, or a greedy one, 

or a spiteful one...

...And I’ll be 
watching.

I will be a 
bhikshu.

…But the world 
would still suffer. 

No King can 
stop old age, or 
illness, or death.

Pain cannot be 
conquered by 
force. No. I will 
be a bhikshu.

A bhikshu! Don’t 
you want to feast on 
magnifi cent meats? 

Hoard all the riches in 
the world? Feel your 
wife’s lips upon your 

own? Just desire it, and 
all that is yours.

I could rule 
the world…
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No! How could 
I do this? 

Gods, please 
forgive me!

I’m sorry, 
my King, it’s 
already done.

Oh no!

You! Stop! 
Cancel my 

order!

I can only hope that you 
will love your son half 

as much as your father 
loved you, for then he 

shall have a blessed life.

‘When you were born, a great Brahmin 
predicted that you would become your 

father’s enemy. Many thought you 
should be killed immediately to protect 

the King, but he refused.’

‘Do you see that scar 
on your thumb? That 
was a boil you had 

when you were small.’

‘When your father heard you were 
crying in pain, he came running 

from his royal duties and sucked 
the pus from the boil himself.’
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In the ancient city of Kapilavastu, a Prince 
named Siddhartha Gautam is born, and a wise 
man declares that he will grow up to be either a 
powerful King or a spiritual leader who will lead 
his followers out of suffering.
Though his father the King tries to keep him 
sheltered, Prince Siddhartha soon becomes 
aware of the pain and disease that pervades the 
world. He decides to surreptitiously leave the 
palace in his quest of the meaning of life, and 
transforms into a holy monk experimenting 
with severe penances and austerities to fi nd 
the answers that he seeks. After long years, he 
emerges as Gautam Buddha, the great teacher 
of a way of life now evolved as a new religion 
adopted by millions across the world. 
This book tells the story of the arduous and 
extraordinary journey of Prince Siddhartha to 
become the revered Gautam Buddha. The book 
is replete with words and images that evoke the 
life of this greatest of spiritual teachers. This 
remarkable and epic story, embellished with 
startling pictures and thought provoking text, 
will remain in your mind for a long time. 
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