


It attracts between 2-4 million 
visitors a year, including over 

200,000 foreign visitors.

The Taj Mahal.

Located in Agra, India, on the 
banks of the Yamuna River.
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Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore 
described the Taj Mahal as ‘The 
tear-drop on the cheek of time’.
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Its story stretches back to the days 
before it was built, and the birth of a 
child who would one day rule India.
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‘...and your 
husband, the 

Emperor.’

January 2, 1592.

Lahore Fort, the Mughal Empire.

And yet, this 
wise woman did not 
know that you had 
brought no children 

of your own into 
our lives?

She did not say, 
but she surely knew. 
She merely said that 

this child would be born 
to our family line.

Salim came 
immediately to 

mind.

My son?

That is 
how the wise 
woman told it. 

Who am I to say 
it is not so?

Even then, 
this great 

child shall be 
important to 
both you...

How can this be 
so, soothsayer? I 

have sadly given my 
husband no children, 
not in all our years 

together.

A child 
destined for 

greatness, following 
in the footsteps of 

his father.

...and this current 
alignment of planets 
informs me that a 

wondrous child shall 
be born this week.
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WWAAAAAAAAAH! WAAA
AAAH! WAAAAH!AH!

‘...they are very 
eager to meet him!’

Three days later–January 5.

Oh, he’s so, 
so beautiful...

Father, Empress– 
I’d like you to meet 

your new grandson–
Shahab-ud-din 
Muhammad.

Our son is 
even more 

handsome than 
I had imagined, 

my dear.

Perhaps, 
perhaps. But you 

should rest, My Queen, 
while I show the boy to 

his grandparents...

If so, then 
he takes after 

his father.

Where is my 
husband? He 

should come greet 
his son.

Yes, Salim’s wife is 
heavy with child. It 

can only be a matter 
of days now.

You are 
right, of course, 

Empress 
Ruqaiya.

Yours has 
always been 
the voice of 

wisdom.
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History
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The Taj Mahal in India has been called a ‘teardrop 
on the cheek of time’. This grand monument that 
was raised to house the mortal remains of Mumtaz 
Mahal, the Mughal empress and Shah Jahan’s 
beloved wife, today draws millions of visitors from 
across the globe.

This is the incredible story behind the Taj Mahal – 
how Shah Jahan and Mumtaz Mahal met and fell 
in love, and the tragic aftermath of how that love 
was cut short in unfortunate circumstances. This 
is also the story of how the Taj Mahal was built, 
and how the great Mughal emperor spent his last 
days imprisoned in his fort, pining for his beloved 
Mumtaz, as he gazed over the river for a view of 
the magnifi cent edifi ce, a monumental reminder of 
his love and loss.


