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It was unattainable. That much was agreed 
upon. At least it was agreed upon by most 
rational men. Flight—true flight—was not 

something man was capable of.

Over the last century, men had 
discovered ways to float in the air with 
balloons, and had designed giant wings 
that could glide down a current of air.

But a machine that could soar among the 
clouds on its own power… be controlled 

by a man and also carry another…

However, many of the dreamers foolish 
enough to chase this pursuit had wound 
up dead. The lucky ones had merely given 

up, but that was all about to change.

On the sandy beaches of Kitty Hawk, North Carolina in the 
U.S.A, two brothers, Wilbur and Orville Wright, were prepared 

to do the impossible. Without even a high school diploma, 
these two unknown men from Ohio were about to achieve 
what the greatest scientific minds in the world had not. They were about to FLY.

 December 14, 1903.
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There was an anxious crowd lined up along 
the beach to witness history in the making.

Most of the men were from the nearby life-saving 
station who, when not monitoring the ocean for 
ships in trouble, helped haul the glider up the hill 

so the brothers could glide it down again.

The craft began speeding 
down the track.

The days of failures and 
setbacks were over. 

This was it. This was the 
moment. The plane rose a 

few meters in the air and…

3 meters. 

6 meters. 
9 meters. 

Wilbur won the toss.

Years of research, thousands of test 
glides, a lifetime of dreaming, and endless 

hard work, had not all been in vain.

You probably 
can’t hear me 

over the engine, 
but good luck.

What?!

This coin will 
decide it. Right, 

Wilbur?
Yes, Orville. 

The winner gets 
the first chance 

at glory.

This was it. They knew it. They could feel 
it. The moment they had been struggling 

toward was about to happen.
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It was not glory. It was not triumph. 
It was not true flight. It was…

…another delay of something 
the brothers had fantasized 

about since childhood.

Even after several setbacks, 
what made these two brothers 

still pursue their dreams? 

And what convinced them of 
their eventual success?

…the engine stopped and the 
wing tipped to one side.

Instead of rising higher and soaring over 
the beach, the plane crashed back into 

the ground after a few seconds of flight.

I believe it will 
be my turn next 
at the controls, 

Wilbur.

Looks like 
it’s just a minor 

damage. It 
shouldn’t take 
long to repair.

Let’s get to 
work then.

Wilbur, are 
you okay?
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They could have got their curiosity from their 
father, Milton. Being a newspaper editor and 
an active church leader, he taught them to 
look for education beyond the classroom.

Captivated by technology, Orville, 
instead of going to school, would spend 
his time at his friend Ed Sines’s place.

But he kept his promise 
to his parents…

Orville and Wilbur were named after 
Wilbur Fiske and Orville Dewey, two 
clergymen admired by their father. 

The brothers probably acquired 
their passionate and adventurous 

spirit from their parents. 

They got their mechanical aptitude from their mother, Susan. She 
had grown up helping her father in his carriage shop. Skilled with 

tools, she built many of their household appliances herself.

I wanted 
to ensure my son 

Orville is doing well 
in his studies.

Orville? Orville 
Wright? He hasn’t 

been here in weeks. I 
assumed you took him 

out of this school.

What time 
is it? I promised 
my mother to be 

home in time.

Now remember, 
Orv. You come straight 

home after school. 
Don’t be late.

One month later...

Dayton in Ohio, U.S.A. 1876.
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The teacher’s remark failed to disturb Orville’s 
parents. They were actually relieved that he 

had only been stimulating his creativity.

They could not be angry with Orville 
since they encouraged their children to 
follow their own intellectual interests. 

Aside from Orville, born on August 19, 
1871, and Wilbur, who was born four 

years earlier on April 16, 1867…

Milton Wright, because of his position in church, 
had to move house frequently, and in 1878, they 

moved from Dayton to Cedar Rapids in Iowa, U.S.A. 

…Milton and Susan had two older sons, 
Reuchlin and Lorin; and a daughter, 

Katharine, born three years after Orville.

Milton gave his kids access to his large 
collection of books, which had everything 

from classic literature to theology.
He got them gifts from 
his travels that would 

expose them to a world 
beyond their immediate 

surroundings.

A world where education could even 
come from something as simple as…

He also encouraged 
their passionate and 
adventurous spirit.

I have a 
surprise for 

you both. Do you 
want to see it?

You skipped 
an entire month 

of school?

I was at 
Ed’s house...
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Orville and Wilbur Wright were just two seemingly average 
brothers from the American city of Dayton, Ohio, without 
even a high school diploma. Both were content living as local 
businessmen, printing newspapers and building bicycles. Like so 
many others, the two creative and inventive brothers harbored 
a secret fantasy since childhood, a dream to be able to fl y.

In the late 1800s, the world’s leading scientists were trying to 
construct a machine that could soar above the earth. One 
by one, these brilliant scientists failed, some even falling to 
their deaths, victims of their own winged contraptions. So, how 
could Orville and Wilbur even think of succeeding when no 
one else could?

But succeed they did. This is the story of their lives, the risks they 
take, and their unwillingness to accept defeat despite facing 
multiple failures. This is the story of how the Wright Brothers fi nd 
a way to change the world for the better.
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