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The Somme, July 1916.

On my 
signal!

Our Father, 
who art…

I’m terrifi ed. 
Just remember, 
I got your back, 

brother.

Silence in the 
ranks!

So this is it. 
Ready, George?

Not by a long 
shot. You?
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It was supposed to be over by Christmas. The war to 
end all wars. In the end it lasted four long years…

…and killed over 16 million 
people, injuring 20 million more.
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The name’s George Smith and this 
is my history of the First World War.

Some people called it The Great War – but there 
was nothing great about it if you want my opinion.

You’re not 
going to die. 

You’re not going 
to die. You’re not 

going to die.
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It might have been the Twentieth 
Century but many of our leaders still 

acted like it was the Nineteenth…

Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany was taking 
an aggressive stance as the country began 
to rival Britain as a major economic power.

That was a factor that drove Britain closer 
to the French. The two nations signed the 
Entente Cordiale in 1904. The French and 
Russians were also allies, which left the 

Germans worried that they were surrounded 
on all sides by potential enemies.

Advances in science and industry 
were taking the production of 

armaments to undreamed of levels.

The Industrial Revolution was about 
to change the face of war forever.

Germany formed an alliance with 
Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and the 
Ottoman Empire, collectively they 

were known as the Central Powers.

There hadn’t been a full-scale European war for nearly 
a hundred years. Some fools even started to think a war 

would be a good thing. By 1914, Europe was a powder keg 
waiting to explode. All it needed was a spark… or a bullet.
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“Either way, I doubt history will 
remember a few dying students.”

Danilo Ilic

Mehmed 
Mehmedbasic 

Cvjetko Popovic

Vaso Cubrilovic

Trifko Grabez

Nedeljko 
Cabrinovic

Gavrilo Princip had tuberculosis. He was 
dying but fi lled with nationalistic fervor...

Dimitrijevic wanted to build a Greater 
Serbia which would include Bosnia, at the 
time part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

The bullet – or two bullets 
to be precise – came from 
the gun of Gavrilo Princip.

Princip was a member of the 
Black Hand; a secret Serbian 

nationalist organization, secretly 
led by Dragutin Dimitrijevic, the 
Head of Serbian Intelligence.

The arms have 
been smuggled into 
Sarajevo but I’m not 

sure how reliable 
these people are.

If they can 
assassinate Archduke 
Ferdinand, it will be 
a great moment for 
our cause and if not, 
a little chaos won’t 

hurt us.

>kof.. kof..<
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It was the first major conflict 
of the 20th century, a war that 
devastated the whole of Europe 
and expanded across the entire 
globe, decimating a generation. 
From the assassination of the 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand in 
Sarajevo to the armistice of 
1918, World War One: 1914-1918 
provides a complete overview of 
the war that shaped the modern 
world from the viewpoint of 
the servicemen who fought in 
it, creating a unique graphic 
novel history of one of the 
most destructive conflicts of 
all time. 


